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District Mission Statement 
"The Warren Hills Regional School District challenges and empowers a dynamic, diverse student body  

in a supportive learning environment by providing academic and co-curricular opportunities  
to become successful, productive members of the global community. " 

Warren Hills Regional Middle School  
Profile of Graduates 
 
FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

• Learn from experiences 
• Adapts to changing environments 
• Demonstrates a strong foundation in core 

academics 
 
TECHNOLOGY KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

• Selects appropriate tools and procedures to 
accomplish tasks 

• Use technology as a tool for problem solving, 
critical thinking, collaboration and creativity 

• Understand the strengths and weaknesses 
associated with technology 

 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

• To be receptive to constructive criticism 
• Know how to ask questions 
• Collaborate well with peers 
• Engages with others appropriately  

 
PERSONAL QUALITIES 

• Assimilates to a challenging educational 
environment 

• How to solve conflicts and knows where to seek 
help 

• Demonstrate perseverance 
• Accepts responsibility for his/her actions 
• Develops organizational skills for a variety of 

settings 
• Understand the importance of finding a balance 

in one’s life 
• Develop a sense of self-awareness and knows 

when to advocate for oneself 
• Exhibits respect for all. 

Warren Hills Regional High School  
Profile of Graduates 
 
FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

§ Initiates and is proactive in ones own learning 
§ Has a foundation in core academic areas 
§ Appreciates the arts and humanities 
§ Uses effective learning techniques to acquire 

and apply knowledge 
§ Understands world issues and current events 
§ Defines problems and uses critical thinking 

skills to solve them 
§ Organizes and processes information effectively 
§ Adapts to changing environments 

TECHNOLOGY KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
§ Selects appropriate tools and procedures to 

accomplish tasks and create products 
§ Uses technology to analyze and process 

information 
§ Consistently applies technology to academic 

and real world problems 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS 

§ Exchanges ideas and information in written and 
verbal form 

§ Develops and maintains positive relationships 
with others 

§ Works collaboratively with persons of different 
beliefs, interests, and backgrounds 

§ Actively listens and communicates effectively 
PERSONAL QUALITIES 

§ Demonstrates initiative and perseverance 
§ Identifies personal goals and sets a plan of 

action to achieve them 
§ Accepts responsibility for his/her own actions 
§ Maintains wellness and balance in life 
§ Demonstrates good citizenship and is a 

productive member of the community 
 

 
Core Beliefs 

We believe that:   
1. All students are unique and deserve equal opportunity to quality education. 
2. Learning potential increases in a positive and safe environment.  
3. Students learn best when they are active participants in their own learning.  
4. A quality education requires a school community partnership.  
5. Utilizing relevant technology is crucial to student success.  
6. Individuals must be challenged in order to grow.  
7. Embracing the diversity of our school is essential.  
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I.  Introduction 
 
This program of studies book has been prepared for you and your parents by the curriculum, guidance, and special 
services departments. On the following pages you will find descriptions of the courses that may be offered in the 
coming school year.   
 
Following the course descriptions, you will find additional information on important topics such as report cards and 
graduation requirements.  Guidance personnel are available for your assistance during the entire year. Counselors 
are pleased to offer their services for scheduling, career, academic or other requested conferences. Students are 
encouraged to make use of the Naviance program for career exploration and college information as well as other 
available resources as much as possible throughout the year.  
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The special services department provides both diagnostic services and educational programs to students who have 
been identified as eligible. Eligibility is determined through referral to the child study team when there is strong 
evidence that an emotional or learning disability is impacting the student’s ability to participate in school.  
 
Please look this booklet over carefully as you plan your course selections with your counselors and teachers. 
 
The Warren Hills Regional School District believes that the use of the Internet as an educational tool is a powerful 
and authentic learning experience.  Safe and responsible use of the Internet is taught and modeled by our faculty and 
staff, as required by New Jersey state law.  Additionally, students are reminded that the use of the Internet or other 
electronic transmission devices and services with the purpose of presenting someone else’s work as one’s own, in 
whole or in part, is a violation of Board of Education regulations and policies.  Any infractions will be addressed 
according to these regulations and policies.  
 
Students wishing to purchase commercially available study guides to enhance or reinforce course texts, course 
materials and course instruction may do so at their own discretion.  Students who purchase and use commercially 
available study guides as replacements for course texts, course materials, and/or course instruction will not find 
academic success in those courses; further this practice is not condoned by the Warren Hills Regional School 
District.  All students are reminded that use of commercially available study guides must adhere to the student code 
of conduct and Board of Education regulations and policies. 
 
Courses that are under-subscribed may not run. 

 
 

II.  Course Descriptions 
 
A.  Middle School Courses 

 
i.  Core Courses for 7th and 8th Grade 
 

Grade 7 Grade 8 
Science 7 Science 8 
Geography and Culture Civics 
Health & Physical Education Health & Physical Education (Family Life or 

alternative) 
Mathematics Mathematics 
Language Arts Literacy 7 Language Arts Literacy 8 

 
 
ii.  Elective Courses for 7th Grade 
 
7th Grade students will have two blocks/periods of elective courses.  The choices are as follows: 
 
For Choice #1: 
 
              A.  Concert Band (full year) OR 

B. Computer Applications (half year) AND Introduction to Chorus (half year) OR Introduction to Band        
(half year) 

 C. Computer Applications (half year) AND Music in Our World (one marking period) AND Art and    
      Graphics (one marking period) 
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For Choice #2: 
 

A. French Exploration (one marking period) AND German Exploration (one marking period) AND Spanish  
Exploration/Intermediate Spanish Exploration (one marking period) AND Introduction to STEM 7 (one 
marking period) 

              B.  Concert Band students ONLY will take Computer Applications and two (2) marking period courses     
      listed in Choice #2A. 
 

• Students identified by multiple measures as being in need of skills reinforcement in mathematics will be 
enrolled to take Math Lab.  

• Based on pre-determined criteria, qualified students may opt to take Interdisciplinary Enrichment for ½ 
year in place of two-quarter electives. 

  
 

7th Grade: Choice #1 – All Students take: 
 

Concert Band – (Full Year) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
OR 

 

Computer 
Applications 

Introduction to 
Band 
OR 

Introduction to 
Chorus 

  50% 
       50% 

 

21

100% 
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7th Grade: Choice #2 – Students take ¼ of each of the following: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Concert Band Students Only 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
iii. Elective Courses for 8th Grade 
 
8th Grade students will have two blocks/periods of elective courses.  The choices are as follows: 
 
For Choice #1:  World Language 
 
 A. French I, German I, or Spanish I (High School level course. Recommendation required.); OR 
 B. French 8, German 8, or Spanish 8 
        
 

French 
Exploration 

 
25% 

STEM 7 
 
 

25% 

German 
Exploration 

 
25% 

Spanish 
Exploration OR 

Intermediate 
Spanish 

Exploration 
25% 

  50% 

Computer 
Applications 

  50% 

World Language 
Exploration OR 

STEM 7 
 

25% 

World Language 
Exploration 

 
25% 

Computer 
Applications 

Art and 
Graphics 

 
25% 

Music in Our 
World 

 
25% 
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For Choice # 2: 
 
 A. Concert Band (full year); OR Chorus (full year) 
   OR 

B. Business Exploration (one marking period) AND Multimedia Technology (one marking period) AND    
Art and Graphics (one marking period) AND STEM 8 (one marking period)  

 
 

• Students identified by multiple measures as being in need of skills reinforcement in mathematics will be 
enrolled to take Math Lab.  

• Based on pre-determined criteria, qualified students may opt to take Interdisciplinary Enrichment for ½ 
year in place of two marking period selections in this choice. 

 
 

 
8th Grade: Choice #1 – Students take: 

 
World Language: French I or German I or Spanish I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OR 
 

French 8 or German 8 or Spanish 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100% 

100% 
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8th Grade: Choice #2 – Students take ONE of the following: 
 

Concert Band OR Chorus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Department of Business 
 
6280 Computer Applications (half year grade 7) 
Computer Applications is a half-year course for 7th grade students.  It is a general course with the purpose of 
enabling students to become proficient in computer applications used in the middle school setting.  Students will 
develop touch-typing skills, as well as skills in word processing, spreadsheets, and presentations.  Students will also 
be able to research and retrieve information from various sources on the Internet. 
 
6282 Business Exploration (one marking period grade 8) 
Have you ever wanted to own your own business?  Do you ever wonder how products you buy like cell phones and 
iPods are made?  In this course, students will explore the major aspects of working for a successful business and 
how it relates to their everyday life.  Students will learn about entrepreneurship, marketing, economics and finance 
through the use of online shopping, advertising analysis, software simulations and more. 
 
6284 Multimedia Technology (one marking period grade 8) 
The world of technology is advancing at a rapid pace and is a daily part of the students’ lives.  Students will be 
introduced to the world of design using programs such as Photoshop, and iMovie as well as interactive websites.  
This project-based course will focus on design techniques and strategies that can be applied to projects throughout 
their educational career.  
 
 
 

Business 
Exploration 

 
25% 

Art and 
Graphics 

 
25% 

STEM 8 
 

25% 

Multimedia 
Technology 

 
25% 

100% 
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C.  Department of English Language Arts  
 
Students will be placed in one full-year English Language Arts course each year.  English Language Arts will 
provide students with foundational skills in reading through their work with literary and informational texts.  
Further, students will consistently refine writing, speaking, listening, and language skills.  All English Language 
Arts courses offered at Warren Hills Regional Middle School are aligned to the Common Core State Standards for 
English Language Arts and will prepare students to be ready for high school English Language Arts courses by the 
end of the 8th grade.   
  
REQUIRED SUMMER READING FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
DEPARTMENT 
 
The Warren Hills Regional School District believes the development of critical reading skills is a crucial 
ingredient to future success. To encourage lifelong learning and to support academic skills, the district has 
instituted summer reading requirements for incoming seventh and eighth grade students. 
 
Summer reading selections are reviewed each spring.  Lists are distributed to students in English Language 
Arts classes in June.  All lists and directions are posted on the district website by mid-June.  All summer 
assignments are due on the first day of class in September.  
 
1380 English Language Arts 7 
English Language Arts 7 is an integrated, balanced literacy program designed to address the Common Core State 
Standards in English/Language Arts:  Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language.   English Language 
Arts classes meet every day, two days in a double period, and two days in a single period. During the year students 
work with various types of text (e.g. narrative, argument, literature, informational text, etc.) and also engage in 
media viewing literacy instruction.  Lesson activities are designed to target all of the Common Core State 
Standards.  Test preparation skills are specifically addressed in class instruction.  
 
1390 English Language Arts 8 
English Language Arts 8 is an integrated, balanced literacy program designed to address the Common Core State 
Standards in English/Language Arts: Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language.  English Language 
Arts 8 builds upon skills acquired in previous Language Arts classes.  The level of reading and writing independence 
is expected to increase with each year a student is enrolled.  English Language Arts classes meet every day, two 
days in a double period, and two days in a single period.  During the year students work with various types of text 
(e.g. narrative, argument, literature, informational text, etc.), and also continue to build media viewing literacy 
instruction. Lesson activities are designed to target all of the Common Core State Standards, as well as prepare 
students for the high school English program.  Test preparation skills are specifically addressed in class instruction. 
 
 
D.  Department of Fine Arts 
 
7040 Art & Graphics (one marking period grades 7-8) 
This course consists of an introduction to two and three-dimensional design. Projects will be created from a variety 
of mediums. Students will gain a fundamental knowledge of tools and methods. Career awareness is also 
emphasized. 
 
7345 Introduction to Chorus (half year grade 7) 
Students enrolled in this course will study and practice quality vocal production skills and learn the art of choral 
singing.  Students will begin with the fundamentals of proper phonation skills, breath support, quality tone 
production, and articulation and diction for exceptional vocal performance.  At the end of the semester, the students 
will participate in a choral concert and/or in other performances sponsored by the music department. 
 
7450 Introduction to Band (half year grade 7) 
Introduction to Band is a regularly scheduled middle school course that provides musical opportunities for students 
with little or no previous training. Rudimentary instruction in instrumental technique is provided for most band 
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instruments:  flute, oboe, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, euphonium, and/or keyboard 
percussion.  Performance opportunities may be made available at the discretion of the instructor.  Note:  Students 
may be required to rent an instrument since a limited number of school instruments are available. 
 
7350 Chorus (full year grade 8) 
Students in this class study various representative styles of vocal music, vocal technique, and continue to learn the 
art of choral singing.  Students will further their education of proper phonation skills, breath support, quality tone 
production, and articulation and diction for exceptional vocal performance.  Students will perform a minimum of 
two concerts during the school year. Other performances may be scheduled for school assemblies and local 
community groups.  
 
7480 Concert Band (full year grades 7-8) 
Prerequisite:  Students should be able to demonstrate a two-year level of proficiency.   
Concert Band is a regularly scheduled middle school class open to all qualified players of band instruments.   
Students will learn various genres of music with greater advancement of present music skills.  Recommendations 
from Elementary Band instructors may be used for placement in this course for incoming 7th graders.  The band 
performs a minimum of two concerts during the school year.   Other performances may be scheduled for school 
assemblies and local community groups. 
 
7340 Music In Our World (one marking period grade 7) 
This course will engage students in music activities.  It is designed to create an understanding and awareness of the 
elements of music, which can include pitch, rhythm, melody, harmony, form, and texture.  This course will include 
instruction on a variety of percussion instruments, voice and tone chimes.  Emphasis will be placed on hands-on and 
interactive activities, ensemble and solo classroom performance, as well as the practice of recognizing and 
translating music symbols into organized sound. 
 
E.  Department of Health & Physical Education  

 
9275 Health 7 
The seventh grade health program is based on the total wellness approach and skills needed for living in our 
multicultural society.  Through discussion and activities all students will be introduced to the following content:  
substance abuse education, addiction and treatment, character development, safety, personal health, Lyme disease, 
nutrition and medicines. 
 
9284, 9285 Health 8  
The eighth grade health curriculum includes instruction related to the development of communication skills, 
decision making, mental health diseases, growth and development, health services and careers, stress management, 
depression, harassment, bullying, cyber bullying planning and goal setting.  A comprehensive family life unit is also 
taught.  Family Life education addresses the subjects of gender roles, human growth and development, male and 
female reproductive systems, reproductive health, interpersonal relationships, sexual behavior and responsibility, 
abstinence, contraception, pregnancy, childbirth, as well as AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases and 
infections.  An alternative course is also offered for students whose parents do not want them to take the family life 
unit. 
 
9290 Alternative Health 8 
The alternative eighth grade health curriculum includes instruction that is related to the development of effective 
communication decision-making, and stress management skills.  The focus on mental health conditions, growth and 
development, health services, and careers, as well as behaviors that encompass harassment, intimidation, and 
bullying.  The instruction also includes the anatomy and physiology of the circulatory system, with emphasis on 
cardiovascular diseases, along with the treatment and prevention of these diseases.  The topic of cancer is also 
presented, concentrating on its origin, treatment, and prevention.  The significance of our changing lifestyles, and 
increased leisure time and stress in relation to degenerative disease is discussed.   
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9260 Physical Education 7-8 
The seventh and eighth grade physical education program involves a variety of activities, which include team and 
individual sports, physical fitness programming, new games, mass games and lifetime or recreational activities.  
Emphasis is placed on each student experiencing success in developing the necessary skills to participate in all 
physical activities.  In addition, knowledge of etiquette, safety, equipment, history, and values will be included.  
The major areas of emphasis may include:  aerobics, badminton, basketball, contemporary dance, cross country, 
flag rugby, flag football, floor hockey, handball, lacrosse, orienteering, soccer, softball, speedball, team handball, 
track, ultimate Frisbee, volleyball, and walking.   
 
9295 Adaptive Physical Education (grades 7-8)  
The developmental physical education program has been designed for students who may have special needs in the 
area of physical education. Assisting students to realize their full physical potential in spite of health, physical, 
social or emotional problems is the main goal of this course. Activities are geared to help the students experience 
success and to enhance their self-esteem. Students are selected for this program by teacher or doctor 
recommendation. 
 
F.  Department of Mathematics  
   
3601 Mathematics 7  
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation. 
This full year course is the study of introductory algebra, similarity, ratio, proportion and percent, positive and 
negative numbers, linear relationships, three dimensional measurement, probability and expected values, variability 
and comparisons. This student-centered course will engage learners in problem solving and emphasize critical 
thinking. Skill mastery via use of computer-based programs will be emphasized. Students will use calculators, 
software and manipulatives to explore mathematical relationships and mathematical practices. 
 
3060 Accelerated Math 7 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation.  Incoming 7th graders need to qualify based on a rubic of multiple 
measures. 
Accelerated Math 7 is designed to prepare mathematically talented students to enter Algebra I.  It addresses the 
Common Core State Standards of 7th grade mathematics.  This course will be fast-paced and challenging, with a 
focus on algebraic thinking and problem-solving strategies. 
 
3050 Pre-Algebra 8 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation. 
This full year course will emphasize algebraic thinking, problem solving and critical thinking.  A variety of math 
topics will be covered throughout from algebra, probability, geometry, and symmetry.  This course is designed to 
prepare students to meet the high school requirements of Algebra I as well as cover and address the Common Core 
Standards of 8th grade. 
 
3040 Algebra I  (grade 8) 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation. Students taking Algebra I should have a mid year and final grade of  
75 or higher in Accelerated Math 7.   [Students not meeting the prerequisite should take Pre-Algebra 8.] 
Algebra I is a rigorous course designed for the mathematically talented student.  The curriculum covers the study of 
the real number system and its properties.  It bridges the gap between the concrete ideas of arithmetic and the 
abstract ideas of higher mathematics.  Algebra I includes an in-depth study of equations and inequalities, operations 
with real numbers, algebraic expressions, functions and their graphs, quadratic equations, and irrational expressions. 
Problem solving will be incorporated throughout the course.  
 
3600 Math Lab 7  
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation, along with multiple measures. 
This course is for seventh grade students who are identified as "at risk" based on multiple measures. The 
development of skills and problem solving skills is emphasized in the following areas: number sense, concepts and 
application; spatial sense and geometry; data analysis, probability, statistics, and discrete mathematics; patterns, 
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functions, and algebra. The course will support the mathematics 7 curriculum and will be tailored to meet the 
specific needs of the students.  This is a pass/fail course. 
 
3650 Math Lab 8  
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation, along with multiple measures. 
This course is for eighth grade students who are identified as "at risk" based on multiple measures. The 
development of skills and problem solving skills is emphasized in the following areas: number sense, concepts and 
application; spatial sense and geometry; data analysis, probability, statistics, and discrete mathematics; patterns, 
functions, and algebra. The course will support the Pre-Algebra curriculum and will be tailored to meet the specific 
needs of the students.  This is a pass/fail course. 
 
G.  Department of Science 
 
4300 Science 7 
Grade 7 Science teaches grade level appropriate concepts in the areas of Physical, Life and Earth Sciences.  
Students in this class will be exposed to an inquiry-based approach to learning science.  Hands-on experiences are 
combined with a variety of teaching methods to involve students in activities, which demonstrate Physical, Life and 
Earth Science principles based on the Next Generation Science Standards. 
 
4310 Science 8 
Grade 8 Science teaches concepts in the same core science areas of Physical, Life and Earth found in Grade 7 
Science.  Students in this class will be exposed to an inquiry-based approach to learning science.  Hands-on 
experiences are combined with a variety of teaching methods to involve students in activities, which demonstrate 
Physical, Life and Earth Science principles based on the Next Generation Science Standards. 
 
H.  Department of Social Studies  
 
Students will be placed in one full-year social studies course each year.  Social studies will provide students with the 
ability to analyze human cultures and interactions in order to come to an understanding of the 21st century society 
we live in today.  The social studies program also provides students with an understanding of the purpose and 
function of government, enabling them to become prepared for active civic life.  All social studies courses offered at 
Warren Hills Regional Middle School are aligned to the Common Core State Standards for Literacy in 
History/Social Sciences and the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for Social Studies.  They will 
prepare students to be ready for high school social studies courses by the end of the 8th grade.   
 
2400 Geography and Culture (grade 7) 
The seventh grade course introduces each student to basic geographical and cultural principles, which are 
foundational to the study of the social sciences, especially history.  Through the study of geography and culture 
students will understand how contact among different cultural groups affects individuals, societies, and the physical 
environment.  Upon completion of the course students will understand how human activities and institutions are an 
important factor in shaping our current physical world.  
 
2410 Civics (grade 8) 
This eighth grade course focuses attention on local, state and national governmental institutions, policies and 
processes.  By the end of the course, the students will understand what government is and what it is designed to do, 
the basic history, values, and principles of American democracy, how the government established by the 
Constitution embodies the purposes, values, and principles of American democracy, the relationship of the United 
States to other nations as it pertains to world affairs, and how citizens and groups can effectively participate in the 
democratic process. 
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I.  Department of Technology Education  
 
8652 STEM 7 (one marking period grade 7)  
STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  This course introduces students to the 
fundamentals and basic concepts of design and problem solving.  Students will be exposed to hand and power tools 
in order to build models that will represent solutions to a given problem.  The class will emphasize accurate 
documentation through written explanation, measuring, sketching and drawing skills. Computer controlled kits may 
be used to support these concepts.  Career awareness is also addressed in this course. 
 
8655 STEM 8 (one marking period grade 8) 
STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  This course builds on the concepts introduced 
in STEM 7.  Unit topics include engineering design and process, aerodynamics, robotics program (Lego 
Mindstorm), and introductory programming utilizing Scratch. 
 
J.  Department of World Languages/ESL  
 
The aim of these offerings is to enable students to use the chosen language for communication and to develop 
insights into the literature and cultures of the respective countries. Colleges and universities demanding a foreign 
language for admission desire competency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in the target language. 
 
World Language Exploration (5005 French, 5105 German, 5205 Spanish, or 5305 
Intermediate Spanish) (one marking period per language each grade 7) 
These marking period introductory courses are designed to familiarize the student to the basics of world language 
study.  Students will have an opportunity to explore both the spoken and written language, as well as study various 
aspects of culture, such as greetings, geography, music, and the calendar.  Emphasis will be placed upon 
interpersonal interaction and basic language words and phrases.  Teachers will use an interactive approach 
whenever possible. Enrollment in Intermediate Spanish requires elementary teacher recommendation. 
 
World Language I (5010 French, 5110 German, 5210 Spanish) (full year grade 8) 
Prerequisite:   Teacher recommendation.  This is a high school level course.  
The beginning level of formal world language study introduces the student to the fundamental principles of the 
language and begins to develop the language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Using a variety of 
teacher-made, commercially prepared and authentic materials including a textbook, supplementary materials, 
contemporary magazines, audio tapes, and film, the student will be afforded ample opportunity to become actively 
involved with the chosen language. Although the beginning level of world language study concentrates on the 
students’ understanding and recognition of basic grammatical functions, equal emphasis is placed upon the 
students’ ability to use the language in familiar everyday situations. Cultural aspects of the respective countries are 
presented by means of audio-visual aids and teacher-directed activities.  Students successfully completing this 
course will continue the study of high school World Language at Level I or Level II. 
 
World Language 8 (5015 French, 5115 German, 5215 Spanish) (full year grade 8) 
The World Language Grade 8 courses focus on many of the topics presented in the high school World Language 
Level I courses described above.  World Language 8 courses thoroughly prepare students for a successful transition 
into the Level I World Language courses when taking that same language in high school. 
 
5300 English as a Second Language (ESL grades 7-8)  
Students enrolled in English as a Second Language (ESL) come to Warren Hills from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds and with varied levels of English skills. Instruction must therefore be individualized. The curriculum 
appropriate for any given student is modified through varying techniques, strategies, and materials. The program is 
designed to encourage students to maintain their identity, language and cultural heritage, while learning a new 
language and adapting to a new cultural environment. The principle goal is to prepare the ESL students to be as 
functional as possible, as soon as possible, in the English-speaking classroom. 
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5300.1 ESL Supplemental 
This course is for those students who are currently enrolled or in transition from an ESL program.  This course is 
designed to track the process of the ESL students in their core subjects.  Students will continue to work on their 
English skills in conjunction with their other subject areas.  Projects will be assigned accordingly. 
 
K.  Department of Special Education  
 
While it is always the intent to maximize student placement in the least restrictive environment with age appropriate, 
non-handicapped peers, schedules for students receiving special services support are varied and individualized.  
Special education courses are varied as well to accommodate student needs. 
 
There are four separate and distinct special education course offerings for grades 7 – 8. 
 
Specialized Programs - Learning Disabilities; Behavioral Disabilities; Multiple Disabilities 
In-Class Replacement/Supplemental Instruction services in general education  
In-Class Support/Supplemental Instruction services in general education  
In-Class Assistance/Instruction services in general education 
 
9972 Learning Disabilities Program (grades 7-8) 
This is a comprehensive program, which includes instruction in all the core academics. The emphasis is on 
developing independent academic skills, school-related organization, and a sound work ethic.  
 
9987 Behavioral Disabilities Program  (grades 7-8) 
This is a program which encompasses instruction in English, Math, History, Science, and pro-social skills for 
students who benefit from direct instruction in small-contained learning environments.   This program stresses the 
development of personal responsibility and social and emotional development within the context of family, school, 
and community.  
 
9980 Multiple Disabilities Program  (grades 7-8) 
The emphasis on this highly individualized program is to develop life skills necessary for beginning the transition to 
adult life.  Clusters of instruction incorporate receptive and expressive communication, pre-vocational readiness, and 
functional academics.  The program stresses skills necessary for successful community functioning.   
 
In-Class Replacement/Supplemental Program (grades 7-8) 
This is a collaborative teaching program in selected classes throughout the middle and high school curriculums.  
While students are expected to follow the core curriculum content standards to the greatest extent possible, goals 
and objectives are woven into the targeted student’s IEP that may replace some of the standards to assure maximum 
student growth while learning in the general education environment.  In these classes, students are expected to 
master most goals of the general curriculum and to participate in most activities and requirements of the class. 
 
In-Class Support/Supplemental Instruction Program (grades 7-8) 
This is a collaborative teaching program in selected classes throughout the middle and high school curriculums.  
Teaching partnerships combine a general and a special educator/supplemental instructor who work as a team in a 
designated subject.  Such an arrangement allows students with learning disabilities to receive the assistance needed 
for achievement in the general education curriculum.  In these classes, all students are expected to master the goals 
of the general curriculum and to participate in all activities and requirements of the class.   
 
In-Class Assistance/Instruction Services in General Education (grades 7-8) 
This is a collaborative teaching program in selected classes throughout the middle and high school curriculums.  The 
partnership combines a general educator of the content area and an instructional aide.  Such an arrangement allows 
students with learning disabilities to receive the assistance needed for achievement in general education curriculum. 
In the ICA (In-Class Assistance) Instruction class, all students are expected to master the goals of the general 
curriculum and to participate in all activities and requirements of the class. 
 



 
 

 
 

16 

L.  Additional Course Descriptions 
 
Alternative Program (grades 7-8) 
The alternative program is a program designed to assist pupils who have academic and/or social needs that 
undermine their chances for success in the regular school program. Limited class size and intense individual 
counseling enable concentrated efforts to remedy any need(s). When sufficient progress is made, pupils are again 
mainstreamed. Recent experience suggests that most students show remarkable growth in this secure school setting. 
 
6060 Interdisciplinary Enrichment (half year grades 7-8) 
This course is designed to provide high-level academic experiences for middle school students.  Utilizing topical 
themes combined with technology, students will explore integrated learning through guided research, project 
development and self-directed study.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of creative and critical problem-solving 
models and apply these models to a current or future problem, showing flexibility in problem definition, solution, 
and presentation.  It is recommended that students have some basic proficiency in computer applications, such as 
Microsoft Word.  Based on pre-determined criteria, qualified students may opt to take Interdisciplinary Enrichment 
for half year in place of two marking period selections. Space in course is limited. If taken in 7th grade, students 
may not repeat course in 8th grade. 
 
III.  Additional Information  
 
A.  General Academic Information 

 
i. Course Selection/Errors in Schedule 
Once a schedule is in place, schedule change requests are not guaranteed; therefore, it is extremely important 
for students and parents/guardians to carefully consider the courses that are selected. If an error appears in the 
schedule, students must contact their guidance counselor immediately and schedule an appointment to review the 
situation. 
 
ii.  Explanation of Grades      
 
    

Letter Grade Percent Grade 4.0 Scale 
  A+ 97-100 4.0 

A 93-96 4.0 
 A- 90-92 3.7 
  B+ 87-89 3.3 

B 83-86 3.0 
 B- 80-82 2.7 
  C+ 77-79 2.3 

C 73-76 2.0 
 C- 70-72 1.7 

  D+ 67-69 1.3 
D 65-66 1.0 

  E/F Below 65 0.0 
 
        
iii.  Plagiarism 
All Departments do not permit or condone the use of commercial study guides, nor the use of Internet sources 
without the specific permission of the teacher.  Students are not permitted to use another’s work unless specifically 
directed by the teacher.  Students found guilty of any form of plagiarism will be addressed according to district 
policy. 
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iv.  Summer Reading Requirements 
The Warren Hills Regional School District believes the development of critical reading skills is a crucial ingredient 
to future success. To encourage lifelong learning and to support academic skills, we have instituted summer reading 
requirements for seventh and eighth grade students for Language Arts classes.  All lists and directions are posted on 
the district website.  
 
v.  Students Entering from Home School 
Students who are entering/enrolling in the middle school from home schooling may be required to successfully pass 
placement exams to determine their grade and class placement. 
 
vi.  Technology Education 
Warren Hills offers technology specific courses through our business, mathematics, technology education, and fine 
arts departments.  In addition, classroom computer carts are utilized throughout the district, providing technology 
integration through the entire curricular programs.  In the spring, all 8th grade students are assessed on their 
technology literacy skills.  
 
B.  Student Information   
 
i.  Student Records 
The Warren Hills Regional Board of Education has adopted a policy in compliance with the New Jersey 
Administrative Code, Title 6, as it relates to the compilation, maintenance, security, and access of pupil records. 
Copies of this policy and copies of the state and federal laws regarding pupil records of public school children may 
be obtained upon request from the principal of the building in which your child is enrolled.  These rules and 
regulations guarantee parents the right to see their child's records upon written request and under procedures 
outlined in the state code. Pupils who are 18 years of age or older who are enrolled in a public school may exercise 
the same rights in their own behalf. Upon graduation or permanent departure of a pupil from the school system, the 
parent or adult pupil will be provided with a copy of the pupil record upon written request. 
 
New Jersey state law entitles a child to attend public school to complete the high school diploma until the age 
of 20.  A child with an IEP may attend until the age of 21. 
 
ii.  Report Cards and Progress Reports 
Report Cards and Progress Reports are posted four times a year on our student information system, Infinite Campus. 
 
iii.  Honor Roll Criteria 
Recognition for academic achievement is awarded using an honor roll system with the following criteria: 
 
Principal’s Honor Roll – All grades must be an A- (90) or better. 
 
High Honor Roll – All grades must be a B- (80) or better and a grade average of A- (90) must be attained. 
 
Honor Roll – All grades must be a B (83) or better and a grade average of B (83) must be attained. 
 
 
C.   Clubs and Other Activities 
 
i.  Horizons Program (grades 7-8)  
The Horizons (Gifted and Talented) Program of Warren Hills is available to students who have demonstrated highly 
refined academic skills and/or exceptional ability in developing original ideas, especially as solutions to problems.   
Students who were members of their elementary school gifted programs are invited to participate at the middle 
school.  Warren Hills is a member of the Warren County Consortium for Student Enrichment, which sponsors many 
opportunities for middle school students.   In addition to the consortium activities, the Horizons Program sponsors 
extra-curricular opportunities such as, writing conferences and an arts symposium.  All the activities are designed to 
stimulate high levels of thinking, promote creative and critical problem solving, and develop leadership skills.  
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ii.  Clubs and Activities (grades 7-8)      
Students are encouraged to consider joining one or more of the following available clubs and activities.  Possible 
club activity offerings may include the following: 
 
Blue Streaks Highlights Builders’ Club   Chorus Club  Cognetics   
Computer Club  Drama Club    Forensics  International Club 
Jazz Ensemble  Junior National Honor Society Peer Leadership  Ski Club   
Student Council  Yearbook 
       
iii.  Athletics      
As per NJSIAA rules, students in grades seven and eight are not eligible for high school interscholastic competition, 
unless their age will preclude them from participation during their senior year at the high school.  Seventh and 
eighth grade sports may include field hockey and soccer in the fall, girls’ and boys’ basketball, and wrestling in the 
winter and track, baseball, and softball in the spring. 
   
NCAA National Collegiate Athletic Association 
 
i.  Becoming Eligible: Academic Standards 
 
The NCAA Eligibility Center verifies the academic and amateur status of all student-athletes who wish to compete 
in Division I or II athletics. 
College-bound student-athletes, who want to practice, compete and receive athletically related financial aid during 
their first year at a Division I or II school need to meet the following requirements: 

1. Graduate from high school. 
2. Complete a minimum of 16 core courses for Division I or 14 core courses for Division II. After August 1, 2013,  
     student-athletes who wish to compete at Division II institutions must complete 16 core courses, 
3. Earn a minimum required grade-point average in core courses. 
4. Earn a qualifying test score on either the ACT or SAT. 
5. Request final amateurism certification from the NCAA Eligibility Center. 
Division III college and universities set their own admission standards. The NCAA does not set initial eligibility 
requirements in Division III. 

Additional Information on Initial-Eligibility 
www.ncaa.org  
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net 
 
It is the responsibility of the student and/or parent/guardian to ensure compliance with all NCAA eligibility 
requirements.  It is recommended that you consult with the guidance department regarding course selection 
beginning in 9th grade if you hope/plan to participate in collegiate athletics.  
 
For more detail about academic requirements visit the Eligibility Center at www.ncaa.org. 

IV.  Preparing For High School 
 
2015 – 2016 Warren Hills Graduation Requirements 
 
135 Total Credits   (Total Credits = required classes plus elective classes) 
 
20 Credits of English Language Arts to include English I, II, III, (AP English: Language and Composition, English 
IV, AP English:  Literature and Composition) 
 
20 Credits of Health/PE (to include 2.5 cr. in Driver’s Education) 
 
15 Credits of Mathematics (to include 5 cr. in Algebra I, or the content equivalent, for students entering 9th grade 
in/or after ’08-’09 and 5 cr. in Geometry or the equivalent for students entering 9th grade in/or after ’10-’11, and 5 
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cr. in a third year of Math that builds on the concepts and skills of Algebra and Geometry for students entering 9th 
grade in/or after ’12-’13) 
 
15 credits of Social Studies to include 5 Credits of World History and 10 Credits of US History 
 
15 Credits of Science (to include 5 cr. in a lab based Biology/Life Science, or the content equivalent, for students 
entering 9th grade in/or after ’08-’09 and one additional lab/inquiry science course such as chemistry, environ. 
science or physics for students entering 9th grade in/or after ’10-’11, and 5 cr. in a third year laboratory/inquiry 
based science course for students entering 9th grade in/or after ’12-’13) 
 
5 Credits in Visual and Performing Arts 
 
5 Credits in 21st Century Life and Careers/Career-Technical Education 
 
5 Credits in a World Language 
 
2.5 Credits in Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
 
Technological literacy, consistent with the Core Curriculum Content Standards integrated throughout the 
curriculum. 
  
Students must meet the Warren Hills Regional School District's attendance policy.  
Students must meet both the state and locally adopted requirements necessary to obtain a state endorsed diploma, 
including the above mentioned credit requirements. 
The amount of credit awarded for a course is outlined by the State Board of Education.  
 
Students will be taking the new state assessment PARCC [Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers] during the 2015-2016 school year.  PARCC will assess Mathematics and Language Arts. 
 
For the classes of 2016, 2017, and 2018, students will be able to satisfy the state requirement of demonstrating 
proficiency in English Language Arts and Mathematics in the following ways: 
 
For the classes of 2016, 2017, and 2018, students will be able to demonstrate proficiency in both ELA and Math by 
meeting ONE of the criteria in each column below: 
 
 
 

 
 
PARCC Scores:  During the summer of 2015, PARCC states and their higher education partners will meet to 
engage in standards setting as a consortium so that scores are comparable across all of the PARCC states.  However, 
each state retains its own authority to establish its ‘cut scores’ for use in graduation decisions.  Thus, schools and 
districts can expect to be notified of the ‘cut scores’ for use in New Jersey graduation determinations in the Fall of 
2015.  Guidance about graduation requirements beyond the class of 2018 will also be forthcoming at that time. 
 

English Language Arts** Mathematics** 
Passing score on a PARCC ELA Grade 9 or Passing score on PARCC Algebra I or 

Passing score on a PARCC ELA Grade 10 or Passing score on PARCC Geometry or 
Passing score on a PARCC ELA Grade 11 or Passing score on PARCC Algebra II or 

SAT >= 400 or SAT >=400 or 
ACT >= 16 or ACT >= 16 or 

Accuplacer Write Placer >= 6 or Accuplacer Elementary Algebra>= 76 or 
PSAT >= 40 or PSAT >= 40 or 

ACT Aspire >= 422 or ACT Aspire >= 422 or 
ASVAB-AFQT >= 31 or ASVAB-AFQT >= 31 or 

Meet the Criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal  Meet the Criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal 
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Substitute Competency Test:  In 2010, during New Jersey’s transition from the Special Review Assessment (SRA) 
to the Alternative High School Assessment (AHSA), New Jersey established a set of ‘concordant’ cut scores on 
third-party college readiness assessments.  Students who do not achieve a passing score on a PARCC assessment – 
or who do not take a PARCC assessment because they’ve have already completed the coursework – will be 
considered to have demonstrated proficiency if they meet or exceed one of the scores in the above table.  Districts 
should keep documentation of the substitute assessment as part of the student’s educational record to be available 
upon request by the Department, but are not expected to submit to the Department. 
 
NJDOE Portfolio Appeal:  In place since May 2010, the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal review process will continue 
during this transition.  Districts are invited to submit portfolios for students who do not demonstrate competencies 
either through PARCC or a Substitute Competency test in English Language Arts and/or Mathematics. 
 
[Erlichson, Bari Anhalt, NJDOE Assistant Commissioner/Chief Performance Officer.  “UPDATED:  Graduation 
Requirements for the classes of 2016, 2017, and 2018.”  State of New Jersey Education Broadcast, December 2, 
2014]   
 
**Subject to change 
 
V.  Guidance Information 
 
PHILOSOPHY 
The Warren Hills Regional School Guidance Program is aimed at assisting all students in achieving academic 
success. It is predicated on the belief that all students are unique and dynamic individuals capable of learning.  The 
Guidance Counselor serves as an advocate to insure that all educational, academic, career vocational, personal and 
social needs are being met. Through collaborative and effective communication with teachers, support personnel, 
administrators, families and social agencies, the guidance staff strives to provide appropriate counseling 
opportunities for each individual student. 
 
EIGHTH GRADE TIMELINE 
 
THINGS TO DO 

• Visit your counselor to discuss scheduling issues. 
• Seek assistance from your teachers and counselor when needed. 
• Maintain a strong academic performance. 
• Maintain an excellent attendance record. 
• Become involved in extra-curricular activities, sports, clubs, volunteer work, etc. 
• Schedule appropriate courses for your freshman year. 

 
 
SEVENTH GRADE TIMELINE 
 
THINGS TO DO 

• Develop a relationship with your guidance counselor. 
• Develop a relationship with your teachers. 
• Meet with your counselor to discuss any concerns. 
• Become familiar with promotion requirements. 
• Become involved in extra-curricular activities, sports, clubs, volunteer work, etc. 
• Seek assistance or support when needed from your counselor and teachers. 
• Maintain a strong academic performance. 
• Maintain an excellent attendance record. 
• Schedule appropriate courses for grade 8. 


